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INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST NUCLEAR TESTING

JOINT PRESS RELEASE
BY THE COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR-TEST-BAN TREATY ORGANIZATION AND
THE AFRICAN COMMISSION ON NUCLEAR ENERGY

On the occasion of the commemoration of the International Day Against Nuclear Testing
(IDANT), the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) and the
African Commission on Nuclear Energy (AFCONE), two treaty-based intergovernmental
organizations mandated to prohibit nuclear testing, appeal for a renewed commitment to
strengthening the global non-testing norm and redoubling efforts to irreversibly close the door
on nuclear testing.

The CTBTO and AFCONE encourage further progress in the global nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation agenda and share the view of the United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio
Guterres, that “[t]he nuclear menace is once again on the rise. A complete ban on nuclear testing
i1s an essential step in preventing the qualitative and quantitative improvement of nuclear
weapons and in achieving nuclear disarmament.”

The CTBTO and AFCONE reaffirm that ending nuclear testing is an important, necessary and
achievable goal towards a world free of the scourge of nuclear weapons.

The CTBTO and AFCONE also reaffirm that CTBT and Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones are
practical and pragmatic tools to advance nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, and that
they promote international and regional cooperation.

The commemoration of the IDANT this year does not only coincide with the 75th anniversary
of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but it also takes place in the context of a
global pandemic. These highlight the devastating consequences of nuclear weapons and the
imperative for global cooperation to address global issues.

Drawing upon the above:

The CTBTO and AFCONE recall that the CTBT and the Pelindaba Treaty are bound by a
shared mandate to strengthen regional and global commitments to nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation through establishing of a robust framework for international cooperation.

The CTBTO and AFCONE commit themselves to continue reinforcing their cooperation and
conduct regular consultations, with a view to strengthening the global norm against nuclear
testing — including the effective use of their available expertise and information.



The CTBTO and AFCONE further commit themselves to foster synergies of their activities, in
particular in the field of training and capacity development.

The CTBTO and AFCONE call upon those States that have not yet done so — particularly, those
whose ratification is required for the CTBT to enter into force — to sign and/or ratify the Treaty,
in order to advance its entry into force and universalization.
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